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The chief purpose of this publication is to distrivoute inforiiation on eero- 
nautics to the flvin; peisonnel in the iiesular Ariuy, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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LSCTURES ON AVIATION LY RADIO FHOM FLYING AIRPLANE 
.y wcCook Field Correspondent 


Since April 6th radio fans of Ohio and the surrounding country have been 
treated to a novelty in the way of radio entertainzent Ly ea series of lectures 
on aviation delivered by various officers and civilians of the Envincering ivi- 
sion from a flyinz airplane. These lectures hav> - reality formed but a port1e 
of the — work on redio broadcastin; carried on by the Radio Laboratory at 

MeCook Field, with the public actin as judzes eins tea success of the experi- 
nents live re port inc by thousands of cards and letters upon the clarity of recep- 
tion and the interest in the topics chosen, 

Letters were received fron Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, wichisan, 
Tennessee and West Virzinia and it is believed, fron the reularity with which 
they arrive, that radio owners have coc to look forward to tunin.: in on che 
airplane at seven o'clock each Tuesday nizht, or on WLW, the super-power broad- 
castins station at Cincinnati, which has cooperated in these experinents by re- 
broadcastinzs the lectures as they come from the plane, Many listeners have 
written of their experience in trvin~ out both WLW and the airplane direct, sone 
findins one clearer and some the ether, 

The siartin Somber was used in the earlier talks, but static and the engine 
noises proved troutlesome. This ied to the rising up of the enclosed LWF trans 
port for nizht flyinz, the radio transsittin: set beinz installed inside the 
cabin, The iaprovement was reiarkable, and it was decided to leave the martin 
~oaber aground for these occasions. 

That the experiments were of living interest to a vast audience was appare 
fro. the bezinning. To many the fact of listening to a speaker traveling in on 
“airplane seened th: overwhelainz wonder, and one dear old lady wrote in express 
ing the hope that the flyer was “rizht with God", Gradually, however, the sub- 
ject -aatter of the talks has been takin: hold, and comuents have included what, 
the speaker had to say as well as the clarity with which his words came throush 
Since thoucht and careful preparation have teon put into the lectures the.ise.vs 

as well as into the radio installations, this result has also had its cratifyin 
side, 

The list of lectures already delivered and to be hereafter delivered, nance: 
of lecturers with dates of delivery follows: 

April 6 Introduction: The Engineering Division Major John F. Curry 


April 13 Flying on Ton Lieut. John A. wacready 

April 20 Speeds = Stunts - Stresses pc James H. Doolitt: 

April 27 What an Airplane Should Le Capt. Gerald E. brewer 

May 4 Performance Testin: Lieut. Z.H. Barksdale 

May 11 Radte Beacons Capt. Murphy 

May 18 Commercial Aviation Lieut. V.E. bertrandias 

May 25 Aerial Defense idajor T. DeW, Willing 

June 1 Bombing re Inzlis 

June 8 Parachutes Mr. Guy ball 

June 15 Navicatins the Air ir. Jones 

June 22 The Etceteras of the air Lieut. Donald L. Bruner 

June 29 The Camera in the airplane Lieut. Goorge WwW. Goddar 

July 6 The Struzzle for iiaterials wir, Johnson 

July 13 The Heart of the Airplane: Its Engine Lieut. C.H. Ridenour 
~--000~-< 


PARACHUTS JUuWPS aT KELLY FIELD 


Four menters of the Parachute Departuent, 3rd Attack Group, Kelly Field, 
Texas, made juaps over Kelly Field on iiay 24th, the wen pa art ici puting in ths 
juaps teing Privatos Flint, Webb, vlock and bosch. Ons of the lips wae .1ad3 
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o.. altitudes between 4,500 and 
a tise in an 0-2 airplanes, piloted 
e first jumps to be ade at Kelly 


froa an altitude of 6,000 feet and th: others fr 
5,000 feet. The jumpers were carried up one at 
cy Flying Cadet Yantis H. Taylor. These were th 
Field in this type of airplanes. 

The 0#2 airplane is a decided iaproveuent over the olu DH4» for parachute 


of the cockpit without difficulty. Private Webb fell approximately 800 feet be- 

fore openinc the parachute. Private bosch in opening his parachute fell rather 

fast, due to the vent cord breaking, and consequently the descent caused the 

jumper to make a very bad landing, After wakinc a few somersaults, partially due 

to the stiff breeze, he cane up rubbin: the tender spots but still suiling, 
---000--- 


MODERN AIRPLANES FOR NATIONAL GUARD 


The siilitia Lureau, War Department, has requested the Chief of Air Service 
to purchase for issue to the National Guard twelve standard 0-2 Observation air- 
planes, This marks the inauguration of a Militia bureau programa looking to the 
complete replaceucnt of all the JN traininz airplanes now in the hands of the 
National Guard by June 30, 1928, At the present time fifteen of the sixteen fed- 
erally recognized National Guard squadrons are equipped only with the training 


type planes. The sixteenth squadron has recently been recoznized, but has nov y* 


received any equipsent, The JN airplane has already been replaced in the Recutar 


Army as atraining plane. It is a war time product, and the airplanes now in oc. 


co 


session of the National Guard Squadrons were all purchased during the war, 

The National Guard has been hampered by the lack of sufficient funds to r- 
place this type with a leter design and one which was more suitable to its neets, 
The new procra.. will authorize three Standard Observation Airplanes and five air- 
planes of advanced training type for each squadron, The standard observation ai 
plane will carry the auxiliary equipment adopted by the Reeular Arny, and this 
will enable a training schedule for the armory drill periods of National Guard 
Squadrons of a more advanced nature than that possible when the squadrons were 
equipped solely with traininz airplanes, Available funds permit of the purchase 
at this time-of only one airplane for the first twelve squadrons to be recognized 
The JN type will be replaced, however, as rapidly as funds are available. It is 
expected that the Observation airplanes will be delivered to the National Guerd 
about the beginnine of the new year, 

---000--- 


AIR SERVICE SONGS 


We all feel the need admetime or other, whether snowed in et Selfridge Dield 
or strollin: alonz the “Lunetta", for words more expressive of our emotions than 
those we are able to conjure up for ourselves, Wherever men of the Corps are 
cathered tozether there is time for a lyric to some dear friendship, a sons of 
cygone days or a toast to the future, Let us have more of these, and particular- 
ly some great "Warsellaise of the Air Service" - a song which will bring airmen 
running froa all corners of the Club; a sons which will bind us together with an 
esprit de corps-such as the world has never known, a song which in any dark hour 
will lift us above ourselves and carry us on to victory, Those of you who know 
the clory of inspiration, tune the lyric and zive voice. The NEWS LETTER will 
publish all contributions, reserving to time and to your cowrades the final judz- 
ment. There have been suscestions ever and asain looking to the adoption of an 
"official" son; for the Air Service. We know of no official stamp on the 
uarsellaise, ‘We know of no power in France which could have prevented its at- 
taining, unaided, that preeminence, Vhen the richt sonz comes along there will 
se no need for action by the Chief's Office. 

In addition to any ori-inal compositions, we should like to have copies of 
all songs, poems and ballads now known to the service = this in order that we 
may compile and publish them in a special edition. Let some one man at each 
field gather tozether the accumulated lore of his coupatriots and send it to the 
NEWS LETTER. Include, if possitle, in each case the author, the circumstances 
under which written, and all other interestinz information. Do not omit anything 
on the grounds that "everybody knows it already". Assume that the NEWS LETTER 
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knows nothing. 
Here is a new song, sutmitted by one of our Correspondents. Try it out. 


THE REQUIEM OF THE AIR 
Tune - Aloha O¢€ 
(All rights reserved) 


O give ear, z00d pilots, to my song 
Of the herees who once ruled the sky, 
Hearts of gold whom Death could never wrong, 
Since their deeds, since their deeds never die\ 


Chorus 
Farewell to you 
wiy comrades true,- 
O never crieve for me that I am dying : 
But say, one fell’ 
Who loved you well, 
And fill your cups and drain a glass for me!‘ 


Victor Chapman mounted to the sky; 
On a flizht cf mercy he was borne. 
~ut the Gods of Mercy pissed hin by, 
And he crashed, and of life he was shern. 
Chorus 


In the days when Kiffin Rockwell flew 
All the world was young, end heurts were gay, 
Sut to Death at last he yielded too, 
And our hearts, year by year, turn to grey. 
Chorus 


Gallant Luke flew hand-in-hand with Death 
Since he swore ne never would. be ta'éh, 

And his Colt he blared at his last breath 
On his capto-s, snd so he was slain. 


~ 


: 
ClUTUS 


Norman Prince, the Jeyard of the Air 
Srought again the Chivalry of Old; 
To the stars in glory did he fare 
In the cloak of his legends of gold. 
Chorus 


On the day when Lufbery lay dead 
In the glowing blossoms where he fell, 
Every rose in the valley hung its head, 
And the skies wept a tender farewell. 
Chorus 


Gallant hearts, you lie among the slain, 

Dreams of youth, that once were wont to soar; 
Yet the love we bear you shali remain 

Evermore, evermore, evermore! 


Farewell to you | 
My courades true,- 
O never srieve for me that I am dying! 
But say, one fell 
Who loved you well, / 
And fill your cups and drain a glass for me! 
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‘ LIEUT. DARKSDALE 2ECEIVES SECOND DEGREE IN CATERPILLAR CLUL 


- For the third time in the history of the Army Air Service an Army pilot was 
twice faced with the necessity of jumping with a parachute from a disabled air- 
plane in order to save his life. The latest airman to experience his second 
creat thrill of a lifetime is lst Lieut. E.H. barksdale, Chief of the Flight 
Test Sranch, Enzineering Division, wicCook Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

As mentioned in the last issue of the NEWS LETTER, the membership of the 
Caterpillar Club has grown to 25, It appears as if the rules and regulations of 
this orzanization will have to be amended to perait of awarding degrees to more 
deserving meubers, Three wembers are now second degree men, Lieuts, Frank O'D. 
Hunter, C.A. Lindberg and E.H. Larksdale. No one, of course, desires to see an 
increase in the meubership of the Caterpillar Club. It is a society one would 
care to join only as a last résort, but in that emergency a mighty handy one. 

Lisut. Barksdale on the occasion of his parachute juup was testing at sieCook 
Field a privately built airplane sponsored by the Kurz-Kash Manufacturing Co. of 
Dayton, 0. Work on this plane, a comsercial type designed to carry gail, expres. 
and passengers, was started in 1920. iiajor Dean Smith, former Chief of the Fly- 
ing Section of the Engineering Division, was responsible for the general idea of 
the wing plan and of the wing trussing. Lack of funds prevented the completion 
of this plane, and it was stored for several years. 

In 1924, Mir. C.A. Kurz, a Dayton iManufacturer, beeane’ interested in the air- 
plans, and with former Lieut. John A. iiacready, advanced funds for its coupletici 
A Liberty engine was loaned to the. by the Air Mail Service. The airplane was 
flown by Lieut. Macready on its initial flight last fall. It was looped, rolled, 
and spun during the preliminary flights. It was also flown by Messrs. ET. Alle. 
and R.J. Lockwoo#, civilian test pilots at McCook Field, and by Lieut. Jaues Hh, 
Doolittle. The airplane showed a remarkable performance. 

It was glown with light N struts located near the wing tips. These struts 
were not used as supports for the wines, but for the purpose of making the ailer 
control more effective, if they were deemed necessary for the purposes. It was i 
tended to fly the plane both with and without these outer struts and see what of: 
fect they had on the aileron control, although all strength factors were calcu- 
lated without their presence. 

Last November it was sugcested to the Chief Engineer of McCook Field that 
this airplane be performance-tested for the purpose of oltaining information. 
This airplane, on which approximately 330,000 had been expended, contained many 
new, unusual and intere sing features which it was thouzht might be valuable for 
Governucnt use, such as = | 

1. A new and interesting truss system in the cellule which eliminated wire 
bracing ensirely, 

2. Ailerons washed out at the tips, this appearing to be responsible for 
the very good lateral control both at hich and stalling speeds. 

3, An unusually wide landing gear, preventing the possibility of ground- 
looping the plane and lending itself to perfect taxying., The shock absorbing 
arrangement, while similar to the O-2 airplane, had points which made it appear 
superior in some respects. 

4, The study of winz flutter and torsional qualities of various winz ¢9n- 
structions has been of increasinz importance, especially in the development of 
high speed airplanes and of large monoplanes with considerable overhang, This 
particular airplane afforded an unusual opportunity to check some of the meacer 
data on this subject, since it was theoretically strong enough without the outer 
struts. Yet there was a reason to believe from past experience that the wing 
might twist somewhat without the struts in place. 

A complete inspection and stress analysis of the airplane to ascertain if 
its strencth factors conformed to military requirements developed that it ‘was 
satisfactory with or without the wine tip struts, The examination of the draw- 
ings and stress analysis showed that the airplane conformed to military require- 
ments, Based upon this information the Chief of the Engineering Division author: 
ized a performance test of the plane, and after passing inspection it was turned 
over to the Flying Section for test with the struts in place, The struts were 
then removed with the intention of determininc the effect without then, 

On March 24th last, Lieut. Barksdale flicht-tested this plane, during the 
course of which he attempted to determine its speed, It was an especially bumpy 
day, and a flutter of the wings developed. While returning to ucCook Field the 
flutter suddenly built up to such an extent as to cause the wings to fail. Lieut 
Barksdale jumped in his parachute, sustaining bruises and a broken ankle. The 
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airplane was totally demolished. The story of his second parachute jumpinz ex- 
perience is as follows: 

"At about 3:20 pem. March 24, 1926, I took the Kurz-Kash airplane, assigned 
to the Flying Section for performance test, up for a plane and engine flight 
test. This being its original flight since a few changes in preparation for 
flight test, no passenger or observer was carried along. After flying around the 
field approximately twenty minutes, my altimeter was vibrating very badly throug} 
a period of several thousand feet and so I was unable to tell with any accuracy 
at what altitude I was flying, At all times during this flight it was noticed 
that the ailerons were extremely difficult to move and gave very slow action, 

During this test two of the principal items that I wanted to record were the 
revolutions per minute and the indicated airspeed at full throttle and level 
flisht, but due to the inaccuracy of the altimeter I decided that I had better 
come down close and near the ground alons the edge of Wright Field in order to 
maintain a constant altitude, As I neared the ground over the edge of the swamp 
of Wright Field, being careful to avoid flyins over any of the roads used by 
automobiles, it was noticed that the air was awfully bumpy. I leveled out at 
about 30 feet above the ground, holding its level flight temporarily, but noticed 
immediately that my wing tips, particularly the upper ones, were vibrating at 
periods, apparently due to the air bumpiness through a distance of approximately 
seven or eight inches. It was noticed that the entire upper wing was weaving and 
slightly shuddering along its leading edge directly through thecenter section, [i 
did not like this condition at all and immediately throttled back and pulled up 
into a slight climb gaining approximately a thousand feet over old Osborne, or 
just northwest of Wright Field. 

In thinking it over prior to any further attempt to getting my R.Pelus, at 
high speed, it did not enter my mind that this plane was really dangerous, inas- 
much as I was under the impression that all flights in the past - and which there 
had been at least a few during various private tests - had been made with the 
plane exactly as it was then, and I had no doubt but that it was perfectly safe. 
I decided, however, that I would not take it back near the ground again tut 
would attempt to run a level flight at about the altitude at which I then held, 
which is estimated at a thousand feet, although my altimeter indicated six 
thousand feet. I opened the throttle and started on a level flight, heading 
directly for McCook Field, and conditions about stabilized themselves when I was 
indicating 115 miles an hour and 1760 or 1770 r.p.m. After noting those two 
points I turned uy entire attention to the wings, noting first one side then the 
other, then the upper and the lower. It could be easily seen that the left upper 
wing was vibrating worse than any of the others, followed closely by the upper 
right with only a slight noticeable vibration or flutter of the lower wings. I 
was practically ready to cease my level flight high speed, but had my eyes glued 
on the left upper wing, when the wing, I noticed, suddenly grew froma seven or . 
eight inch flutter to approximately a foot and quickly went up into an unknown 
severity, 

I have only a recollection then of seeing all of the left wings coming up 
towards me, and my plane in a very severe manner was rolling to the left. ly im- 
mediate thoughts were to release myself from the plane and to this end there was 
little difficulty in finding my safety belt. Upon completion of releasing the 
safety belt I do not have any recollection of attempting to jump clear of the 
plane but rather was immediately thrown out, my head striking the upper wing and 
I felt a decided wrench in my back, I was then clear of the airplane, however, 
and made three distinct efforts to find my parachute ring, being successful on 
the third one, and on pulling same it came out so easily that I distinctly had 
the impression of something being wrong and that my parachute was not function- 
ing. However, almost immediately, I felt an awful tug on my body and knew that 
the parachute was 0.K. I was drifting backwards with a pretty high wind and in- 
nediat ely after tho chute opened saw the fuselage and engine land, making quite a 
noise, at about 250 to 300 yards from where I landed, I could not get turned 
around facing the way I was landing. I twisted around twice but every time it 
Swung me back and I landed going directly backwards and hit very hard, 

Just prior to landing I heard two crashes very closearound we and discoverec 
later that they were the wings landing very close to where I was. I was partiai.: 
stunned, at least so that I could not get up after landing and my parachute was 
dragging me along at a fair rate of speed. My arms were free, however, ard I 
pulled in on one side of the parachute until it stopped, I then released my pare 
chute harness from my body but could not get up for approximately ten minutes, Cr. 
getting up, however, I started limping towards the part of the wing when ny lef. 
ankle got so bad that I had to stop and wait for help. Immediately, several rer- 
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sons came to view, two of whoy.:1 J asked to zet my parachute for me and the other 
' two took me by the shoulder and I lisped on ny right foot down to a dirt road, 
‘about 300 yards away , which passed within a few feet of where the fuselage had 
landed. A lady came up and claiming that she was 4 doctor, pulled off uy left 
shoe and bound my ankle. There were two ,entlemen there, one of them being fron 
the Nash Motor Car Company and drivin>. a Nash dem wankrekor and said if I would 
like to go back to McCook that they were zoinzg that way and would be very~ glad 
to take me richt along. I-was-suffering somewhat fron iny ankle and back at the 
-time, and after asking one man to look after the plane until someone got there 
to inspect it, which was expected momentarily, I left in the Nash car, arriving 
‘at MeCook Field at four-thirty, or just as all the euployees were leaving for 
the day. ba 4 ' 

The two gentiemen in the car, who drove me to McCook, were avparently very 
carsful and anxious to help -se in any way. possible and were very careful in drive 
ing over roucsh roads, althouch they made a very quick trip from the wreck to 
McCook Field. On arriving at the hospital, Major Hale was present and took 

~ charge of me." i en 


---000--- 
THE ‘AIR SER RVICE HALL OF FAME 


MeCook Field, according to the News Letter Corresvondent,. claims a nicho in 
-the Hall of Fame because of ee fact that Serceant George Dewey of the Medical 
Corps is stationed thers, and hence.is not coved by the euinence of such naues 
as -Private Paul Revere, Henry Ford, Ceorge Washington, et al. 
~ sinha 


-INGINEERING CLASS DROPS IN AT THE FORD AIRPORT - 


The Class of the Air Service Engineerinj School, McCook Field, recently 
paid a visit to the Ford Motor Co., Aircraft Division, and the Tackard factory 
in Detroit. Captain Woolsey, a member of the Class, Rave the following account 
of the expedition: 

“As the class came ground ‘Loopi ne. int.o the Ford Airport, considerable 
anxiety was caused the crews of the Ford Airliners preparing to take off for 
Chicazo-and Cleveland. We were ¢iven a very’ nice. reception by hir. Stout and 
Major Schroeder, and after’ looking over the new hangar being constructed .and 
the airship mooring mast, were taken through the airplane factory. It was. ex- 
ceedingly interesting to. see design ideas being executed in dural and steel af- 
ter having spent several weeks fabricatinc airplanes out of nothing more sub- 
stantial than drawing paper and 3H pencils. Mre Stout's new triple-engined 
monoplane seeued to te nearing completion and we were told that great considera- 
tion had been given to increasing reliability for passenyer service. 

; lir. Johanssen gave the Class a demonstration of how much 1/10000 inch is 
“and .showed us some plane surfaces, parellel surfaces, circles and other reomet ric 
conceptions he has.in captivity. 

Saturday morning was spent looking tarou, ch the Packard Plant where we had 
a splendid chance to compare methods of production: as used in automobile and 
airplane engines and to sée for ourselves why airplane engines cost so much 
The answer was obvious’ -. lack of quantity. Sewe day we may aye ae — ajro. ane 
turned out on a "production line". r . 


---000--- 
18th AIRSHIP COMPANY TO BE DISDANDED 


Recent orders cf- the War Department direct tnat the lath Airship Company, 
stationed at Aberdeen iroving Grounds, Md., proceed to Scott Field, Ill., and 
upon arrival there will be wade inactive, the 24th Airship Service Company being 
designated as its active associate. The personnel sent frou Aberdeen to Scott 

Field ~ill be transferred in their presert crades to Air Service organizations: 
at Scott Field and will comprise 3 Master Sergcants, 1 First Sergeant, 9 Staff 
Sergearts, 9 Serceants.and 9 Corporals, total 31. The remaining personnel of 
the 18th Airship ee ass J will be transferred to Langley Field, Va. 
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AIRCRAFT FLYING HOUNS, ARMY ATR SERVICE 
Compiled from records of Field Service Section, Fairfield, Ohio. 





Station April, 1926 Total for 1926 
curs Eours 
Biggs Field, Ei Paso, Tex.- ~162:40 ~596:15 
Bolling Field, D.C. -- - - 329:26 1,360:53 
Boston Airport =~ -- - + - 137 :20 29:05 
Bowman Field, Kye -=-- = = 41:56 211:55 
Brooks Field, Texas = = = = 2,091:00 , 9,043 :56 
Chanute Field, Ill. - = - - 320:45 1,120:06 
Clark Field, P.I. ---- - --- 580:4C* 
Clover Field, Colif.- - - - 103315 573315 
Crissy Field, Calif.- - - - 425:10 1,302:15 
France Field, Panawa C.Z. = 540:45 2,409 3-43 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texase = <- 81:25 278351 
Kelly Field, Texase - - - + 2,970:37 9,117:54 
Kindley Field, P.I. ---- oe 487:50*% 
Langin Field, W. Va. --- 8:35 31:55 
Langley Field, Va.-+ «= - + - 920:40 3,121:07 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas = - 76:25 268325 
Luke Field, Hawaiie + - <- @ “<= 1,253 : O€* 
Logan Field, Dundalk ,Md.- + 19:45 19:45 
Lunken Airport, Ohio == - 88:19 169 :06 
McCook Field, Ohio- = - = - 260:43 983 :14 
Marshall Field, Ft .Riley- - 150:05 406:50 
Maxwell Field, Ala. - - - - 349320 6888 : 00 
Middletown A.I.D., Penna. - 15:07 57:52 
Mitchel Field, N.Y.-+--+- =< 459:95 1,210:13 
Nichols, Camp, P.I. ---=--= --- 952:46* 
Norton Field, Columbus,0. - 35:45 102:15 
Offutt Field, Ft .Crock,Neb.- 85:15 227305 
Pearson Field, Wash. -- = 17:00 213325 
Phillips Field, Md, - - = = 117:05 414:30 
Pittsburgh Airport, Pa. - - 15:00 31:49 
Pope Field, N.C. --+-+-+ = 62:40 175 :48 
Post Field, Okla. - --- ~ --- 670:25* 
Richards Field, iio. - - - = 32:55 169:45 
Rockwell A.I.D., Calif. - - 121325 427:54 
San Antonio A,I.D.- --- =~ 46:00 102345 
Sand Point, Seattle,asn. - 97:09 275 359 
Schoen Field,Indianapclis - 72:35 169:05 
Scott Field, Ill. -+----- 100;20 300:55 
Selfridge Field, Mich.- - - 459:56 1,439 3-49 
Wheeler Field, Hawaii - - - 70:55 318:05 
Woodward Field, Utah -- - 48:55 158 :45 
Wright Field, Ohio <-- = = 216:43 760:57 
Instr, Alabama National Guard --- --- 
‘ Calif. . “ 7325 71321 
- Colorado " " 46:35 77:40 
" Conn. " " on 3:45 
i Indiana " “ 8:30 44:00 
” Mass. 7 hi --- <_< 
4 Minn. . " 27:00 44:55 
‘i Missouri " ” 12:35 45:25 
" New York " ri --- oom 
* Tennessee " “ 12:05 46:35 
se Texas . ° 22:30 32:50 
° Washington " ” 6:20 14:55 
95th Division =-------- 16:10 100:50 
3rd Corps Area -~--+--- --- 59:90 
6th Corps Area ---=--- - 1:40 21:25 
‘ in ane ae 
Total 11,434:40 43 ,280:58 


*No figures for April yet reported. 
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WAN Jin Lk BOLL VMEEVIL Soil, RAGES 


It is reported that the plans of the Huff-Daland Dusters, Inc., with head- 
quarters in Monroe, La., include the use during 1°26 of a fleet of eirhteen 
eirplenes in the annual co.ibat azeinst the boll weevil of southern cotton fields 
Ali vlanes are of the Huff-Daland "Petrel" type and practically all are powered 
with the Wright "Whirlwind" 200 h.p. air-cooled engines, which have proven so 
efficient in the unusual work being done by the Huff-Naland Compeny. 

During 1925 this Company dusted a toned of 50,000 acres of cotton. Advance 
information from the Department of “Agriculture indicates that there is a larger 


S, 


amount of boll weevil now in hibernation than in any year since 1915, and to offse' 


this danger, which has already had a marked effect in the price of cotton. futures, 
as evidenced in the markets, the Huff-Delard Company contemplates larger activ- 
ities than ever before, 

It is understood that contracts have already been pany ereg for an amourt of 
dusting equal to that done in 1925, and it is the opinion of the Huff-Daland 
engineers thata:total of from 90,000 to 100,000 acres of cotton will be dusted 
this year. Their working zone will cover the entire southern cotton belt. 
Extremely valuable cooperation in this work from Dr. B. R. Coad of the Bureau of 
Entomology of the Agricultural Department ,amd also from the Louisiana College of 
Agriculture has been reported, 
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NEW GUNNERY RANGE OPENED IN HAWAII 


The new gunnery range at-the Waimanalo Military Reservation on the windward 
side of Oahu was officially opened by the 6th Pursuit Soauadron on April 19th last. 
Previous to the ovening of this range the ground targets were located on a little 
curvec sendspit noar Fort “Namehameha , celled Ahue Point. This arrangement was 
very unsatisfactory, as the planes ned to be operated from Luke Field. The 
pilots were never able to see their targets before they were pasted, All firing 
was generally dow or cross-wind, and the air in the vicinity of the targets was 
very “bumpy, makine it exceedingly difficult to obtain good scores. 

At the Waimanalo range conditions are very much better. The Air Service has 
a large emergency field on the military reservation, and by placing a line of tar- 
gets on this field neerly all of the ojectioneblo features of the Ahua Point rang: 
have been overcome, At Waimanalo, the greater portion of the firing is into the 
wind. It is possible to land on the field and clear jams, the pilots can look at 
their targets after firing,and the air is not as bumpy as at Ahua Point. The 
distance from Luke Field to Waimanalo is only about fifteen miles, the trip 
generally being made by going up Nuuau Valley and through the famous Pali pass. 


man O00 eee 
REDUCING NUMBER OF BLANK FORMS AT FIELDS 


The Field Service Section at Fairfield, Ohio, is making a study of the forms 
commonly used by Engineering, Operations and Cost Officers, with the intention 
of reducing work at the fields and increasing the accuracy of reports at the same 
time. It is proposed to replace eight of the blank forms now used by three new 
forms, which will be given a preliminary try-out, or “service test", at Mitchel 
Field, to determine their suitability for general use throughout the Air Service. 
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AIRMAN LANDS AND HELFS PUT OUT A FIRE 


While flying a JNS airplane about 15 miles east of Eright Field, Fairfield, 
Ohio, recently, Lieut. H.A, Bartron saw.a farmhouse on fire. The fire was just 
eating its wey through the roof when Licut, Bartron discovered it. A woman was 
near the house, but with no one to help her, she was uncertain what to do. 

Lieut. Bartron landed in a small field nearby, and wes the first person to assist 
the ovmer in removing furniture and veluable articles from the burhing house, Th 
barns and other farm buildings were saved. 

Several /peeyis , living in the neighborhood, came to assist within a few 
minutes and when no longer needed, Lieut. Rartron took off without even 


mentioning his name to anyone. 
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RESIGNATION OF MAJOR RAYUROFT WALSE 


Major Raycroft Walsh of the Army Air Service resicned his commission on 
June 1, 1926. The separetion of Major Walsh from the Air Service is a distinct 
loss to this Branch. He was verhups far better qualified as an expert on Latin 
American aviation conditions than eny other American. A few years ago Maior 
Walsh led a flight through the various Central Misrican countries and established 
contacts that were valuable. In addition to his knowledge of Latin America 
Major Walsh was also a financial expert, He was the Finance Officer in the Offic: 
of the Chief of Air Service for the past few years, and has been considered a 
financial expert in Gevernment work, 

Major Walsh entered the militery service from Messechusetts in September 19° 
when he was commissioned as a Seccnd Lieutenant in the Coast Artillery. He was 
transferred to the Air Service near the beginning of the World War with a rank 
of Major. He remained in the Air Service until his resignation, 
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LIEUT. WISEHART QUALIFIES AS A LONG DISTANCE SWIMMER 


Lieut. Harry C. Wischart of the 19th Pursuit Squadron’ had an unexpected 
distance swim on Apri. 26th last, when the motor of his MB3A eirrlane 
ceased to function and he wae forced to land in the water off Waimanalo Plcntatio 
to the windward side of Oahu, T,H- 

On the ebove date four airplanes of thel1Sth Squadron, piloted by Lieuts. 
Chennault, Gothlin, Wisehart and Criffiss, were engage? in preliminary aerial 
gunnery firing at ground targets, two runs being coupleted without ary trouble, 
During the third run Lieut. Wisehart‘s gun jammed, ard imaediately pulling out 
of the gunnery circle he climbec anil headed diegonaily out to sea, thrott!ing 
the motor to keep the ship baianeed while he worked on the jam. When Lieut, 
Wisehart finished clearing the jam, he opened the throttle, but the motor picked 
up for only a few seccnds and then quit cold, leaving the pilot with ohly three 
hundred feet altitucs ard a mile of water between the ship ano the shore, 

The pilot tried s™.:tching on the reserve tank, but the motor would not take, 
so he elected to try svri riding with an airplane. He miscalculated, however, 
and instead of riding forward on the inrushing crest of a wave, the plane made e 
half outside loop as the uncdercarriace hit the water. Lieut. Wisehart leaped 
out of the cockpit, clamberad aboard a wine, removed his parachute and puitecs 
and then plunged in on nis long swim to the beach. He wore a non-sinking flying 
coat, , 

In the meantime Lieut. Griffiss had landed near the beach, removed his 


clothes and started out to give assistance to Lieut. Wisehart if necessary. 

He found the latter swimming easily on nis back, with his helmet and gogeies 
still on. The two officers made the swim to the shore in about thirty minutes, 
after which Lieut. Wisehart was ferried to Luke Field in a Martin Bomber, 

Lieut. Wisehart announced for the benefit of others who may crash in the 
sea that in landing in the water two things are essential,- first, when coming 
to the surface try and have your perachute underneath you, otherwise it has a 
tendency to keep your head under water; and, second, in order to conserve 
energy the easiest way to swim when wearing a Kapoc coat is on your back, 
propelling yourself by alternate strokes of your feet and hands, 


ry 


wownQ0Owo~e 


REPAIR WORK AT THE FAIRFIELD DEPOT 


During April the Engineering Department of the Feirfield Air Intermediate 
Depot, under the direction of Captain Edward Laughlin, Engineer officer, com 
pleted 81 airplanes and 55 engines. This large production was attained see sa 
the fact that during the latter part of the month the Engineering Deparsment 
devoted much of its time and energy to urgent work in connection with the Air 
Force Maneuvers. ‘The 8lJairplanes repaired consisted of the following types:: 
1 Curtiss JNS (remodel); 16 Martin Bombers, 5 Douglas O-2, 38 Dehaviland, 

14 Curtiss JNS, 1 Pel, 4 PT~1, 1 Thomas Morse MB3A anc 1 JNS for Netionat 
Guard, Engines - 25 Wrights (Restoration), 3 Curtiss Del2, 24 Liberty-12 and 
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20 LOVE TO FORT SAM HOUSTON 


Preparations for the impending move of the Air Service personnel at Biggs 
Field, Fort bliss, El weg Texas, are rapicly progressing. Orders from Heade 
quarters, 8th Corps Are dives that the change cf station take place on June 
215%. 


c 
a 


The Air Service unit at Biggs Field (the 12th Observation Squ 
Photo Sectior.) has besn attachsd v0 whe Js 2 


C 
y 
Senvember, 1921, and, as its nare implies, is cctvaily a vert of the 2nd Divvkiae 
no-P stationed at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. It has beon attached to the lst 
ft *. 


Cevalry Division primarily for the puspose of border patrolling ~» liaison work 
with Cavalry troops, etc. The necessity for the continuence of border patrolling 
came to an end in 1922 and wes discontinued since the border raids of Mexican 
cutlaws had then been effectively curbed. 

The NEVS LETTER Correspondent states that, having teen attached to the 
Cavalry Division at Tort Bliss for so ie a tims, the citizens of El Paso, 
Texes, have come to look upon this Air Servico unit as a permanent fixture, 
end considereble agitation over the recent orders to move is felt through the 


local press. It is not believed, however, that any action - diplometic, political 


or othervise, will cause a change in the present sehedule. 


Concerning the gereral sentiment and attitude of the personnel of the command 


as regards this move, the Corresoondent strtes that it is not more than natural 
that it should be looked upon with anything but regret, as the majority of its 
members heve come to ccecpt El Paso as thei home, It means the severance of 
long established ties of friendship urd otuerwise upsets their serenity of 
existence, not to mention the not inconsiderahle expense involved to married 
memoers of the organization - and they are not lev, 

The present plan calls for the flying of all] serviceable planes to the new 
station, ell motor vehicies to be shipped by rail. It is expected that owners 
of private cers will be permitted to drive through - approximately 600 miles of 
cesert count:y. 
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AIRSHIP FLIES THROUGH SEVERE ELECTRICAL STORM 


On the return trip of the Airship TC-5 from Bolling Field to Langley Field 
May 10th last, a severe clectrical storm was encountered, After a three 

hours' flight in the storm, during wiich tne gersonnel on board the ship were 
alas blinded by lightnirg, the big silvered ship finally arrived over 
Langley Field and came slowly and gracefully dow into the haiids of the landing 
party at 8:30 P.M. Here Cantain(. P. Clark, Cormanding Officer of Lighter-than- 
Air activities at Langley Field, too charge of the ship and walked it into the 
hangar under a cross hangar wiud and wivh the light of the electric storm, 

The TC-5 was received Mey &ti: from Aberdeen, Md., by the 19th Airship 
Company at Langley Fiela. The ship was flown to Langle oy by Lieut. J.F. Powell, 
Commanding Officer of the 18th Airship ed On May 19th the Airship was 
given a test flight by Cept. W.E. Keprer from Scott Fie fas who was on temporary 
duty at Langley a in coimection with the Bomving Contests. Lieuts. R. 
Kieturtz, 19th Airship Co., and J.F. Early, 18th Airchip Company, were on this 
flight as pilots, The performance of the shin was satisfactory in every manner. 
After the test flight, the TC-5 started on its flight to Washington at 2:20 P.M. 
the crew consisting of Captein W.E. Kenner and lst Lieut. W.A. Gray, pilots; 
Tech. Sgt. C.Johnson, engincer; Pvt. lst Cl.J. Winters, rigger; and Master Sgt. 
Cade, passenger, The trip was successfully completed at 5:30 P.M., but just as 
the ship landed at Bolling Fieidc a terrific rain ond electrical storm sprang Up. 
There being no accommodations at the field for an airship, and a chance had to 
be taken either way it was decided to return to Langley Field that night. After 
staying on the ground for ten minutes, and exchanging passengers - Master Sgt. 
Cade for Lieut. Montgomery - the TC-5 took off for tne return trip. Capt. 
Kepner anc Lieut. Gray, being old and exrerienced airship pilots, knew that it 
wovld be wuch safer to fly during an ¢leciric storm cvor vater than over 
mountains in Maryland ana Virginia, where lightning was esnecially hard, so 
instead of following a direct course +o Langley Field they shaped their course 
over the Potomac River and then the ccast of Chesapeake Bay. 
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WATCHING AN AIRPLANE NOSE OVER 
By Tech. Sgt. Xe Ge Horn. 


It is seldom that one is accorded the privilege of ectvally viewine a ship 
as it noses over or otherwise cores to grief, for thece things haspon so quictly 
that they are over before we know it. A week or so, however, we watched Lieut. 
Crowley, AS. (Reserve) pilot, with Staff Sergeant "Paddy" Doyle, passenger, nos 
over in an AT~l. On the day of the accident the field was soft and still holdin, 
some water from a previous rain, Knowledge of this fact perhaps accounted for 
our interest in the landings thut were being made, for a soldier sure hates to 
miss anything. ieut. Crowley made a perfect 3-point in a shallow lake, and as 
the ship rolled it sprayed water on both sides of the fuselage in two great 
walls iike one of Gar Wood's speed boats making a turn, Presently the tail went 
up, the ship stood for a moment on its nose and then with a thud that could he 
heard from hangar 15 to 5, the tail completed the half circle and another AT~1 
was on its bask, 

While standing and wondering if anyone was hurt, a form, unrecognizable in 
the distance, was observed to drop to the ground, rise leisurely to its feet and 
welk around the ship. A mowent later the other fell into view and everyone 
breathed easier when he stood erect and joined his companion, 

In a few minutes a gang of mechanics were on the field, had the ship back 
on its wheels and were puiling it towards the hangers that it might be repaired 
and flown again. Now, with the exception of "Paddy" Doyle, who has a crick in 
his neck from the sucdenaess of the loop, and the mechanics whose lot it is to 
make the negessary repeirs, the incident has been forgotten, 


wee O00 eae 
THROWING A SHIP TOGETHER IN RECORD TIME 


Even in time of peace occasions arise in the lives of soldiers when they 
must forget the orderec scheme of things and “put out", Such an instance 
occurred not so long ago at Selfridge Field, Michigan, when ships were being 
flight-tested for duty in connection with the combined maneuvers at Wilbur 
Wright Field. The morning prior to the date on which one of the new P-l's 
was to leave for Wilbur Wright it nosea over in landing, bending the propeller, 
breaking the entire tail ossombly, crushing the unper wing and bending the 
steel center section struts out of alignment. 

Expert mechanics were rushed to the scene of the accident, and in twenty 
minutes the ship was bagk in the hangar with the motor taken out. While a 


gang was working on the motor another was replacing tle tail assembly and still 
another was removing the top wing. While this work was going on, the hanger 


supply division was busy getting the necessary parts for replacemart. Tea hours 
later, with a total of only 30 ran hours, the ship was compieted ard ready +t 

be fiight-tested. Throwing a ship together is somewhat difierert from phiching 
hay, and the caliber of the work done in this instence is best understood wisn 
one knows that when the ship was flight-tested the following merning no 
corrections were found to be necessary in either the engine or the ship. 
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CANADIAN. AIR HARBORS 


Information has been received in the Office of the Chief of Air Service 
that the air stations mentioned below have been desisnated by the Canadian 
Government as places which are licensed air harbors, viz: 

Lynbrook, near iloose Jew, Sask. Leaside Acrodrone, Toronto. 
Virden, Manitoba. 

The above are for sirplanes only. Public customs seaplane stat 
established at the Canadian Vickers, Limited, Montreal. an 18 
Fredericton, N.B. Air Harbow licenses are granted for all the chief opsrating 
bases of the commercial companies engaged in aviation in Caneda, 
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ENGINEER OFFICERS INSPECT LIGHTER-THAN-AIR ACTIVITIES AT LANGLEY FISLD 
A party of 28 officers, headed by Major Downey, comprising the members of 
the 1926 class from the Engineer School at Fort Humphries, Ya., made a visit 


and inspection trip recently to the Lighter-than-Air Area at Langley Field, Va..: 
-ll- Ve5571, Ande 








In the airship hanger the visitors were met by Capt. Charles P. Clark, 
Commanding Officer of the 19th Airship Company, who gave a talk on the flying 
of airships, etc. The Engineers then inspected the big TC-9, the hangar equipe 
ment and the Gas Plant, , 
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AIR SERVICE ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The dry season in the Fhilippines, beginning about December first and con- 
tinuing for about five months, marks the period of greatest activity of ail 
combatant units of the Philippine Department, ‘The Air Service in the Islands is 
expected to add greatly to the annual meneuvers of many important branches, In 
Decemter great stress was laid upon preparation of entranis for the great Departe 
ment Athletic Meet and military competition. During the first quarter of the 
present year, the 4th Composite Group took active and important part in the train- 
ing of the Anti-Aircraft Battcry of the Sixtieth Coast Artillery, the Thirtieth 
Division Maneuvers, and the joint Army end Navy Maneuvers. At the close of these, 
our own Maneuvers were next considered. A flight of three seaplanes from Kindley 
Field accomplished missionary work in locating a suitable landing field, and 
sheltered water in the vicinity of Aparri, on the Northern Coast of Luzon. Lieut, 
and Mrs. Lanagen spent two wecks in Aparri prior to the Maneuver, and accomplished 
much good. Sometimes they worked upon the field, sometimes caring for the intomin: 
supplies, and dealing always diplomatically ard successfully with delicate loeal 
political and social problems. Then followed the "Camp Pioneers" - Lieuts. S.A, 
Blair and F.P. Kenny, Air Service, and Lieut, Oscar B. Todor, Quartermaster Corps, 
three enthusiastic young officers who demonstrated what really could be accom- 
plished by cooperation between the Quartermaster Corps, and the Air Service. To 
make a long story short, these officers with several enlisted men, journeyed to 
Aparri on the small inter-island steamer and established an excellent camp. In 
fact when the “Air Force" arrived they found everything complete. An electric 
lighting system had been installed, tents were pitched, arrangements for plenty 
of healthful drinking water hed been made, and a very delicious meal was served 
upon our arrival. Even a traffic cop was on hand when we landed and directed 
us to the prover parking space. With Lieut. Blair as Maneuver Executive Officer, 
in immediate charge of the Camp, Lieut. Kenny as Mess Officer, and Lieut. Tudor 
as the Quartermaster Officer, everything ran along exceptionally smoothly. 

1 During the first week of March, much engineering activity was in evidence, 
many motors being changed preparatory to the Aparri trip. On March 8th, nine 
bombers, five DH's from Camp Nichols, four Douglas planes from Kindley Field 
and four DH's from Clark Field were flown to Aparri, The bombers landed at 
Stotsenburg and the DE's at Echague for the purpose of taking gas. The flights 
proceeded at approximately 7,000 feet altitude over Beiete Pass, and some of 
Luzon'’s most rugged mountains, then swooping over the beautiful prairie country 
which stretched for miles to the Northward. Aparri was reached after about four 
hours flying, the last hour having been above the beautiful Cagayan River Valley. 
Here all planes landed without accident, directed by excellent wind indicators 
into the Monsoon breeze. It was a most picturesque field and was located close 
to the blue China Sea, On the north edge of tne field a heavy surf boomed in 
against the beach, where old graves and marks of a cemetery were still visible. 
On the opposite side, a second-and more up-to-date cemetery was located. To the 
west lay the "residential" section of Aparri. Numerous well-made Nipa houses 
or “shacks" as they are called, some of which even had Singer Sewing Machines, 
Victor talking machines end électric lights, could be seen. A wide expanse of 
level country dotted here and there by a Nipa house extended to the Southward, 

Bombing missions carried out on the Ambulag River, extensive reconnaissance 
missions on some of the islands lying toward Formosa, and machine gun practice 
along the beach featured the training part of the maneuver. Major Ahern "G.3" 
Philippine Department; Major Browne, Air Service, Major Howard, Group Commander; 
Captain Knight, Commanding Officer of Kindley Field; and Captain DeFord, Com- 
manding Officer of Clark Field, were present throughout the maneuvers and were 
apparently more than satisfied with their execution. 

Crowds of natiges visited the Camp daily, watching the flying, surf bathing 
and tent life of the "Rich and Crazy Americans" with equal interest. After 
bathing in the surf it was always customary for the bather to stand behind his 
tent and allow a comrade to throw a bucket of fresh water over him. The visitors 
were soon interested and the men, women and children placed themselves in 
strategic positions, As the bathing suit came off and the water was thrown 
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forcibly on the victim, cheers would arise from the crowd, 

Many visits were made to points of interest in and about Aparri and everyonr 
thoroughly enjoyed himself, The bombers made a non-stop return trip to Camp 
Nichols, All planes returned safely and brought to 2 close our best Group 
Maneuver. 

The Philippines as an Air Service assignment is excellent, in that it 
offers unusual ovportunities to fly both land and seaplanes, and to study this 
portion of the world, 

With the close of the Air Service Maneuvers at Aparri, the attention of 
everyone is focused upon the possivility of securing detached service at the 
White Man's Heaven in the Orient - Baguio. Major Howard, Lieuts. Elair, 
Niergarth, Beaton, Kirksey, Bogert, Mills and 1 femilies are spending a few weeks 
there "fattening up" on golf, teunis, poker, hiking and barracks flying. “Bacui 
is a magic word here in the Islands. It means to the "Lowlanders" (Residents 
of Manila) what the White Mountains and the Adirondecks means to the New Yorker 
It provides the experiences a white man loves in an invigorating healthful 
atmosphere, 5,000 feet nearer Heaven than the streets of Manila, 

That the romance of the pioneer and the spirit of adventure still nestles 
in the human breast is proven by a unique and interesting expeditiom which has 
been planned and actually started by an officer of Camp Nichols. Captain A.I. 
Eagle, A.S., heads a party that has sterted from Sen Jose to Calanan across the 
wild and sparsely explored Islane of Mindoro. Captain Kauch ana Lieut. Hamnuonc, 
also of the Air Service, will accompany the warty. For ages that Island has 
existed under a "Divine Curse" of some nature which has discouraged explo: ation 
and settlement, Perhaps the exvedition will discover goid, e fountain of youth, 
a city of descendants of a ship-wrecked white race, or perhaps it vill discover 
only jagged ravines, malaria end blood-thirsty sevages. In any —— all await 
anxigusly news from the interior of an unexplorod,. unmavped expanse of country , 
Mindoro, the land of the Mangyan and home of the Tamarao. 
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RESULTS OF LIGHTER-THAN-AIR BOMBING MATCHES 


Lieut. Alfred I. Puryear, of Scott Field, Ill., with a score of 776, 
took the top honors in the lighter=than-eir bombing matches, the last to be 
completed in the annuel machine gun end bombing matches which closed at Lengley 
Field on May 19th. Captain W.E. Kepner, also of Scott Field, took second place 
with a score of 765. Third honors went to lst Lieut. W.A.Gray of Langley rield, 
with a score of 734 and fourth to 2nd Lieut. W.L. Harris, of Langley Field, with 
a score of 568, The TC-5 and the TC-9, the two airships which have been rigged 
for bombing work at Langley Field, were used by the bombers in firing their 
record scores, Hach contestant dropped a total of eight 100-lb. bombs from en 
altitude of 3,000 feet, 
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PROGRESS AT THE ADVANMGED FLYING SCHCOL 


The present class at the Air Service Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, now consists of 62 men flyinz. ‘Ten have graduated from the single 
seaters and 4 are still on this type of ship; 28 are on the ok and 360 deg. 
turns, 9 on hurdles, 2 under svecial instruction and 2 are under the care of 
the Flight Surgeon. The class reached the maximum flying time the second 
week in May, securing a total of 522 hours and 19 minutes, an average of 7 
hours and 55 minutes for each student flying. Night flying is now in progress 
and some of the students have started flying the Martin Bombers. 
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LIAISON MISSIONS WITH THE SECOND DIVISION 


The Third Attack Group, stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, recently conductec 
liaison missions with the 2nd Division, encamped at Camp Bullis, Texas. Lieut. 
H.W. Anderson as Liaison Officer developed the missions to be conducted. Flyai< 
Cadet Y.H. Taylor, as flight leader, with Cadet Robert G. Minick and Staff Seat. 
Travis made an attack on the troops at 11:00 A.M., and followed this with anoth. 
one that night. The pilots used the parachute flares carried on the airplanes 
to locate the troops. An excellent demonstration of liaison was carried out 


regardless of the rough and windy weather, and the Commanding General of the 
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znd Division reported thot yh “8 very well rleesed with the results. During the 
daylight attack it apveared thet the troops were having great difficulty in keep. 
ing under cover, as the fans ks" vereisted in continually ducking from cover of 
the trees, and the troops were sichted pulling and pushing the mules during their 
balky speils to get them back under +: "ees 
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AERIAL REVIEW AT WILLTAMSLURG, VA, 


On the occasion of the sesquicentennial celebration of Williem end Mary 
College at Williamsburg, Va., on May i5th, at which the President of the United 
States was the cuest of honor, 35 airplanes from Langley Field, Va., proceeded to 
the scene of the celebration to honor the Nation's Executive, These shins com- 
prised 3 MB3A's, 15 Observation type vlanes, 9 NBS-l's, two photographic planes, 
and the plene of the Commanding Officer of Langley Field, 

The verious formations flew over Williamsburg at 10:15 A.M., just 
the Presidential party was proceeding along the Duke of Glaucester Avenve to 
William and Mary College, then over the College while the party proceeded to 
its place in the College Campus, finally clearing at 10:45 and returning to 
Langley Field, 

Hundreds of automobiles and crowds of people were observed proceeding to 
the campus to take part in the ceremonies, An observer of the flight reported 
excellent formations in every case, the review making a very impressive spectacle 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR SSRVICE OFFICERS 


Shenees of Station: Major Archie W. Barry from Little Rock Air Intermediate 
Depot , to | Washington, ).C., for dut ty in Office, Chief of Air Service, August 31st, 
Major Harold Geiger, pret completion of course at Air Service Tactical 
School, Langley Field, to Paillips Field, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md., for duty. 
Captain Walter F, Kreus relieved as student, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology Cambridge, Mass. and assigne. to duty in Office, Chief of Air Service. 
Major Henry W. Harms from Lengley Field to Office, Chief of Air Service, 

Washington, D.C,, for duty, effective sucust 31st. 

Captain Earley E.W, Duncan from Air Service Tactical School, Langley Field, 
to Fort Riley, Kenses, Sur duty as student in troop officers' course, 

lst Lieut. Park Holland relieved from present duties at Xelly Field until 
Sept. 15thin order to pursue observation course at Advanced Flying School, 

lst Lieut. Peul Evert relieved as student 4.5. Technical School, Chanute 
Field, June 30th, and to proceed to Denesles Fieid for duty. 

Captain Wm, 5, Farthing from A.5. Tactical School, Langley Field ,to fort 
Sill, Okla., for duty as student in battery officers’ course, Field Artillery 
School, a 

Captain Colvin E. Giffin from Rockwell *ield to Letterman General Hospital 
for observation and treatment. 

Captain Edmund W. Hill from Scott Field to Fort Monroe, Va., for duty as 
student at Coast Artillery School in battery officers' course. 

2nc Lieut. John P, Kidwell from Nelly Field to Scott Field, Ill. 

2nc Lieut. Russell J. Minty from Selfridge Field to Hawaiian Department, 
Sailing June 29th, 

Orders assigning 2nd Lieut. Oscar P, Hebert to Hawaiian Devartment revoked, 

Transfers: fnd Lieut. Raymond Miller Barton assigned to 2nd Cavalry say 19% 
witn station at Fort Riley, Kansas, 

Relieved from Flying Training: 2nd Lieut. Sidney L. Douthit from Brooks 
Field, and atiecned to 2nd Div. Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, for duty. 

2nd Lieuts, Pranner P. purdue end Harry G. Spillinger from Advanced Flying 
school, Kelly Field, anc attachec to duty with om Div. Tt. Sam Houston, Texase 

Change in Duties: Lieut.-Col. Clarence Cuiver relieved as Commandant, Air 
iteaee Advanced Flying School, Kelly Fielc, Texas, until Septerber 15%h and 

assigned to duty as student for course in observation at that school. Major 
Frank M, Andrews designeted as Uommendent of this School until Sept, 1d5ti. 

Secend Licut. Aeron J. Yauger, Scott Field, to take course in Lighter-than- 

Air training at Balloon and Airshin Se1.c.l, that station. 
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Resignation: Major Raycrott Walsh, ef uctive June 1, 1926. 

Reserve Oificers Ordered to Active Duty. for 15 Days: 2nd Lieut. Frank E. 
oe to Wright Field, June lst; Capts, Wa. L. Purcell, Paul &. Robertson and 

Lieut. Frank E. Ashton, Jr., to Office, Chief of Air Service, Washington, Da 
June 6th; lst Lieut. Wm. 5S. Lyne, to 0.C.A.S. June 7th; Captain Falk Harmel to 


Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., June 13th; 2nd Lieut John R. Armstreng to Maxwell 
Field, Ala., dann 64%: end Lieut. Gerald P. Young to Brooks Field, Texas, june 
6th; 2nd Lieut. David M. Borden to 0.0.A.5., Washington, June 13th. 

Leaves of Avsence; Major Horace M. Hickam, 2 months, 10 days, June loth; 
lst Lieut. Lawrence J. Carr, 2 menths, 10 days, aay 5th; Major Ralph Royce, «@ 
months, 20 days, July Sth; ist Lieut. Hugh A. Bivins, 25 days, July 26th; lst 
Lieut. Ennis C. tight 1 month, 25 days, June i4th; Major Percy E. Van 
Nostrand, 2 months, June 19th: ist Lieut. Hez McClellan, 1 wonth, July 20th; 

ly 2nd; Jst Lieut. Robert M. Webster, 
5 





» 


‘al 


lst Lieut. lag te C. Chauncey, 27 days, Ju . 
2 months 15 days, June 3rd; lst Lieut. Clarence E. Shenkle, 3 months, June 3rd; 
end Lieut. Norme D. Frost, 1 month, 24 days, June 6th; lst Lieut. John Vv. Benton 
7 days, May 18th; 2nd Lieut. Glenn L. Davasher, 7 days, 


’ 
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NOTES FROM AIR SERVICH FIELDS 


Kelly Field, Sen Antonio, Texas, May 26th. 





Lieuts. Vandenberg, Greene, Partridge, and Frost, pilots, representing 
the Third Attack Group in the annual Machine Gun and Bombing Matches held at 
Langley Field, Virginia, returned to Kelly Field, May 16th. Until official 
returns ere published, the scores were not given for the individuals, but it is 
reported that the Attack Group pilots upheld the traditions of this organization 
in taking first and second place, honors that credit the Group as a well-trained 
and efficient arm of the defensive element of our country's Air Farces, 

2nd Lieut. H.S. Vandenberg, C.0. of the 90th Attack Squadron, was taken 
to the Hospital at Fort Sam Houston, May 23rd, and underwent an operation for 
appendicitis. No report as to his condition has reached here as yet, but the 
90th Squadron and the entire Group hope for his speedy recovery. . 

Orders were received sending lst Lieuts. L.J. Carr and J.M. Weikert, A.S., 
to foreign service on the September Transport. 

Orders were received directing Capt. R.C. Candee to report to Langley 
Field, Va., on or about September 20th for duty as a student at the Air Service 
Tactical School. Captain Candee has been Adjutant of the 10th School Group for 
the past year. 

Kelly Field received its first PW-°, which was transferred here from 
Selfridze Field by Lieut. Crane, who graduated from the Advanced Flying School 
last September. The nev plane was assigned to the 43rd School Squadron, and the 
line of pilots has already begun to form 

Kelly Field lost a hard fought polo game to a mixed team from San Antonio 
and the 8th Corps Area on the afternoon of May 16th, the final score being 
12 to 5, 

The following cross-country flights were mage by personnel at this field: 
Cadet J.F. Guillett, 3rd Attack Group, to Chanute Field, via Douglas Transport, 
to ferry back a DH4M-1 airplane; lst Lieuts. G.A, McHenry and Floyd A. Lundell 
to Aransas Pass, Texas, May 18th, returning same day; Captain Cole returned from 
fuskogee, Okla, with Private Given as mechanic; lst Lieut. A.B. Ballard to 
Eagle Pass, May 19th, returning in the afternoon; Major Carlyle H. Wash to 
Laredo, Texas, in a Douglas plane, with Sét. Steeds as passenger; Sgts. McConnel 
and Travis, 3rd Attack Group, to Taylor, Texas, May 17th, returning same day, 
Sgt. McConnell ferrying back io Keliy Field a DH forced down at Taylor by a 
faulty rudder; Lieut. Canfield and Lieut. Turner, with Sgts. Hayes and Payne, 
to Aransas Pass on May 22nd, returning following day; Lieut. Alvan C. Kincaid 
to Houston with Staff Sgt. Gentry as passenger; Lieut. A.B. Baliard to Houston 
May 15th with Pvt. neers as mechanic, returning same day. 

Lievt. Earl G. Harper, transferred here from the Philippines, Saiaeaiall for 
duty May 15th. 

Lieut. John i. Moore departed on airways in a Douglas Transport, with 
Lieut. L.L. Beery as passenger, the latter being on leave of absence. 

Private C.C. Fenner of the 40th School Squadron made a parachute jump from 
an altitude of 2400 feet. He made a good jump, but when he landed he made no 
effort to get up and furl his chute. When asked why, hegaid that he didn't 
know but it seemea as if all the strength was gone from his body. 

Several of the School Group pilots accompanied Col. Culver to Fort Aransas 
to investigate a site there as to its adaptability for establishment as a rest 
camp. 

Lieuts. John I. Moore and Frederick A. Johnson returned May 22nd from 
Chanute Field, bringing back two more DH4iM airplanes. ‘ 

Flying Cadet Jamison departed May 21st on an extensive cross-céuntry trip 


to Miiontgomery, Ala., and return, taking with him as vassenger Staff Set. 
McKinney. 


Sgts. Nencell and Morehouse departed May 22nd on an extensive cross-country 


flight to Fort Snelling; Minn., for a period of ten days. 

Lieut. McGinley and Cadet Minick were assigned to the 90th Squadron May 
19th, the former as Squadron Operation and Bngineering Officer and the latter 
as his assistant, 

Cadet Sparhawk was attached to the 60thSquadron for duty and detailed as 
Assistant to the Group Engineer Officer. 

Lieut. R.F. Stearley wes relieved from his assignment with the 60th 
Service Squadron and assigned to Group ileadquarters. 

2nd Lieut. Glen T. Lampton and passenger arrived here in a DH. plane from 
Santa Monica, Calif., enroute to his home station at McCook Fieid. 
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Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Mey 17t1. 


Invitations were received to the weddings of Miss Constance Virginia Buckel 
+o Lieut. Alden R, Crawford at the Cacet Chapel at West Point on Mey 
couple are expected to come to Brooks Field befors coing to oan |} 


for the Philippine Islands. 








Flying time for this stavion for the week endirg May 14th was as follows; 
Aircraft hours, 752:05; man hours, 1278:20; cross-country hours, 93:40; cross- 
country man hours, 105:;0C0, 

Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, May 24th, 

DeHavilands are becoming as rare es dodo birds hcre. Last week end some 

fifty pilots were clamoring to fly the four limping Libertys in commission. 


Lieuts. Fredrick I, Patrick and Hez McClellan leit last week on leave preced 
their departure for tho Philippines, 

Lieut. Nelson returnsd rocentiy from a cross-country to St. Paul, Minn., 
flying a DH4M2. He left Brooks Field after seven in the morning nl made St. Faul 
by sunset, 

Lieuts. Corkille and Eine are on a cross-country + icons acola, where the 
PT-l, 


vey . 


former is to flicht-test the NY-1, which is the pon bon Ss 
Lieut. H.M.Fey left Monday on tho regular airways tri 
Lieuts, Downing and Schlatter cross-countried to beseihaes, N.M. on the 22nd, 
returning the next day. They libri nothing unusual save some hot work r-pair~ 
ing a broken shock absorber with no tools, 
Flying time at this station for the past woek was as follows: Aircraft hours 
683:40; man hours, 1,072:10; cross-country hours, gor cross-country wan hours, 
126:10. 


. 

cr 
+ 
oO 
a 
ie) 
a 
3 


Hdgrs. end Div. Biezs Field, Ft, 3liss, Texas, May 2enc, 
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f gtation of the Air 


During the month of June in the course of the chenge o 
the following trosop= 


service troops at Bigss Field to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
centers will be visited by ships and versonne] of the 12th Obs. Squadron: Tort 
Logan, Denver, Colo.; Noguies, Douglas and Fors Huachuca, Ariz.; Camp Marfa, #ort 
Clark, Fort Ringgold, Brownsville and Fort McIntosh, Laredo, Texas. The. new 
Douglas planes will be flown. 

Lieut. Ray H. Clark left May Sth for Santa Mo: Mica, Calif., for the purpose 
of selecting suitable airways routes. The shiv flown, a Detlaviland, was coi 
ly overhauled and a new motor furnichad while at nernere Field. Lieut. Cla irk 
returned here May 15th with practically a new ship 

Lieuts. Lloyd BE. Husting and Charles Douglas, who since May Sth were ae 
Langley Field, Va., attending the Guynery and Bombing Campetition held tnere, 
returned here May 20th and 2lst, respectively, flying the new Douglas planes 
which had been equinped before departure for gunnery and bombing. Due to the 
fact that this vielssinseraprei was ordered to Fort Sam Houston during the absence 
of these officers and their shane here noeded, reavest was made through the 
Chief of Air Service for tiesr « 


nce a1 

arly return; consequently they were “rushed 
through" the prescribed gunnery and bombing course with resuits not so satisfactor 
to our representatives. 

Capt. Walter Bender, Adjutant, 2nd Div. AS. and Lieut. Ray H. Clark, flew 
a Douglas plane to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, on busiress in connection with the 
impending move of this organuization to that post. ‘They returned the following 
day, May 21st. , * 

Lieut. Glen T, Lampton, of McCook Field, who with Mr. Showwalter of the. 
Engineering Division, sassed through hore May 15th enroute to San Francisco and 
other points in the Sth Corps Area on an “eavipnent neta flight, returned 
through this station May 22nd enrcute to their home station. 

Sergeant Lyman Zwick joined the l2th Obs. ceaeden May 2lst, after serving 
four years in the Panaisa Canal Zone at France Field. His specialty is ee 
and he has been detailec in ovr Overations Office to relieve Staff Sgt. rold 
E. Silliman, under orders to leave for the Philippines on August 20th tcc 

Corporal Dewey Weaver and Pvt. lst Cl. Leonard L. Griffith, léth Sqdn., were 
honorably discharged by purchase 


at 
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Langley. Field, Hampton, Va., May 19th. 





lith Bombartiment Squadron: The squadron flew 185 hours last wéck, The 
squadron baseball team suffered defeat at the hands of the N.A.C.A. team by 16 
score of 10 to oa =| V-5571, AeSe 











20th Bombardment Squedron: Flying activities during the past week consisted 
for the wost part of bombins, with a little test flying and training thrown in to 
make variety, Lieuts. A. Lindeburg and A,¥. Smith are the star bombers of the 
squadron, and they have been doing some very creditable work, 

96th Bombardment Squedron: The Squadron entered two NBS-l's in the Bomt < 
Competition, one being used by Lieuts. Lindeburg and McReynolds of the 2nd 
Bowbardment Group and the other by Lieuts. Larson and Shankle of the Canal Zone, 

There is plenty of work for some of the men getting ready for the exposition 
at Philadelphia, changing engines end giving the ship a general overhaul. 

The baseball team, in an ambitious mood, won a ball game from the 59th Sere 
vice Squadron 12-2, The pitching of Sgt. Keever and the hitting of Pvt. Tobias 
featured the contest. 

iSth Airship Company: Starting May llth, the TC-5 was seen rising up into tt}. 
air every morning and returning to the hengar late in the afternoon, giving our 
officers pleaty of bombing practice. 

On May 13th Lieut.-Col. Ira F. Fravel, from the Office, Chief of Air Service, 
piloted the airship TC-5 on bombing flights in the morning, and later pilcsed it 
for a demonstration flight over Franklin, Va., in connection with the celebration 
over the opening of the highway connecting Franklin with Murfreesboro, and also 
the highway systems of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Brig. General James E, Fechet, Asst.’ . Chief of Air Service, with a party of 
four high ranking Army and Marine Corps officers, inspected the Airships TC-9 and 
TC-5 on May llth. Various departments of the work in the airship hangar were alsc 
inspected, 











Langley Field, Hamvoton, Va., May 24th. 





lith Bombardment Squedron: Last week the squadron flew 20 hours, 45 min, 

In a pitcher's bacvle between Corp. Brownlee of the llth and Lieut. Foster of 
the 50th, the former won the decision - score 5 tol. 

20th Bombardment Squadron: The squadron is back to normal after the hurry 
and rush of the bombing season, The enlisted men of this squadron are pleased 
so hear that the season was a success. Had it been a failure, after weeks of 
strenuous work, the men would have felt that they had lebored in vain. This 
organizetion had its share in the work aid believes that it did its work 
conscientiously. Let us here give thanks to Major Westover for the respite of 
three days given us es reward for duty well done. 

The orderly room is wondering when recruiting for the Air Service will be 
opened again, For the first time in many moons this orgenization has fallen belo: 
its peace-time strength. This is a novelty, as the organization has always been 
from two to five over strength. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron has been preparing for its flight 
and stay in Philedslphia for the Sesquicentennial, for which the Devil's Own 
will furnish 1 NBS-1 and 8 enlisted men, : 

There has been little or no flying in the organization or the Group since 
the big field inspection on May 18th. The squadron expects to hit it hard next 
week, 

19th Airship Commany: Flying time for the month ending the 19th was: 

Daily aircraft hours: 40:15, daily man hours, £25:;50. 














Mershall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, Mey 17th. 





The 16th Observation Squadron was busy the past two weeks on tactical 
problems with the Cavalry School. The next ten days sees the close of the school 
demonstrations and problems, and the squadron will then be preparing for the sumnc 
training of reserve officers, 

Lieut. George H. Steele flew the smoke screen bomber from Aberdeen to Fort 
Riley on May Sth. iie was to have laid a smoke screen for a Cavalry demonstration, 
but an accident occurred which damaged the bomber, Lieut. Steele has been busy 
superintending the needed repairs, 

Major Arnold and Captains Pratt and Boland flew cross-country to Omaha 
recently and while there discussed with Corvs Area officers the details of the 
summer training to be held at Fort Riley for Air Service Reserve Officers. . 

Lieuts. Fisher end Hicks attended the Machine Gun Matches at Langley Field. 

Captains Boland and Pratt and Lieut. Hicks witnessed the Balloon Races at 
Little Rock, Arkansas, re ea 

Lieut. Davies of Richards Field, X«nsas City, was on duty at Marshall Field 
with the 16th Obs, Squadron for the past ten days. 
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Lieut. Hicks will repdrt at Fort Snellinz, wee 27th for temporary duty 
and then proceed to Camp Sparta, Wis., June Cth. eo sqiadron will be at Fort Croo 
Neb. fom May 25th ~June 4th. 

Major-General Hines, Chief of Staff, arrived at Fort Riley hiay 15th for his 
annual inspection. 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., May 22nd. 
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Organization Dey, May 5th, has come and gone. A silver cup, properly 
inscribed, an@ 500 points towards the Athletic Year are to be presented to the 
93th P rsuit Squadron for first place. Sergeant Healy of the 95th was high man 
with 14 points; Sgt. McDonald, ist Pursuit Group Hdgrs. second with 11 points, ana 
staff Set. Boyle, 95th, third, with 10-1/3 points. Organization scores for track 
and field mect ave as follows: 

95th Pursuit Squadron --- 60-2/3 points 


st 


st Pursuit Group Hdqrs. 32 “ 


S7th Service Squadron 12 . 
17th Fursuit Squadron 9 ¥ 
27th Pursuit Squadron 6-1/3 " 
94th Pursuit Squadron 6 ” 


Heving won the footbell championship last year, the 17th seem intent on 
duplicating the feat in baseball. To date they have played and won three games, 
the three first string pitchers each holding 1000%. Vlucht or TINY, as he is 
called, managed to keep his 220 pounds of stuff in control to win from the 57th 
by the scant margin of one run, Weytulonis, the hard hitting full back of last 
fall's championship footbell teem, while more erratic, had better luck, his mates 
denting the rubber eleven times while the Sth scored eight. Then to top it off, 
the best fielder on the team turned out to be a pitcher, and on his first trial 
on the mound held the lst Pursuit Group Hdgrs. team to a few scattered hits and 
won his geme even efter hisinfield presented them with three runs in the first 
inning, Lieut. Cornelius manages the team. Officers are not privileged to play 
in inter-squadron competition. 


San Antonio Air Internediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texes, May 15th. 





All Engineering Department buildings at this depot are receiving a coat of 

faint both inside and outside. The buildings are being painted white on the 
nside, with a view to furnishing better light for the workmen. hangars 5, 6 

and 7, which have already been completed, show the great improvement that is 
made in this’ respect. 

In carrying out the provisions of Air Service Circulars looking to liaison 
of meintenanee engineering activities of the Depot with the engineering activities 
of the Air Service organizations in the Depot's Control Area, First Lieut. 
Clements licliullen of this Depot just completed maintenance inspections at Kelly 
and Brooks Fields, and in the near future will proceed by air for similar 
inspections at the other Air Service activities in the Eighth Corps Area. 

Twenty-four JN planes were shipped by freight by this Depot the first part 
of May to the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, these being intended for the 
summer Reserve Training Camps. Eight planes went forward May 1st, four on the 
3rd and the remaining twelve on the Sth. 

The Parachute Repair Unit of the Engineering Department of this Depot is 
now ready to function, but will be held up for a short time pending receipt of 
supplies now on nanifest. Mr. Albert H. Otterpohl recently returned from the 
Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, where he completed a thorough course in 
parachute repair and construction, and will be in charge of this sections 

Orders were received, to our regret, transferring lst Lieut. Richard T. 
Aldworth to Langley Field, Va. 

Miss Mciiullen, sister of Lieut. McMullen, of this Depot, has been visiting 
her brother here for the past several da Se 


Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, May 19th. 





The outstanding events of the past month were the Air Force Maneuvers, 
which were fully covered in the newsparers by Major H.R. Harmon, who was 
publicity officer for the Maneuvers wie the entire period, April 20 to May 1. 
General Fechet, who directed the Mareuvers in person, made the following state- 
ment just before leaving for Washingto.: 

"We were handicapped immensely by the lack of planes and of personnel in 

the various groups. The pursuit, attack and bombardment groups brought all the 


s to the maneuvers. 
available planes and pilots to _- isi diss 











instead of three groups, consisting of a total of 200 planes, there were 
only enough planes for less than three souagrons of normal peace-time strength. 

This force is ose we have in the United States, exclusive of the Observation, 
It is ne only offensive force now in existence to send out against a hostile 
fleet.' 

Captain Henry Pascale, accomnanied by Captains R. G. Hoyt and Vernon L, 
raed Lieuts. Max Balfour, C.E. Coverill and Wm. J. Hanlon, left April 16th for 

Santa Monica in a Douglas Transport. Each of the six officers brought back a 
new Douglas 0-2 plane from Senta Monica, delivering them to various stations. 
i, Lieut. Harold F,. Rouse, of this post, was one of the officers participating 
in the Competitive Mashinn Gun and Bombing Matches at Langley Field, Va. Lieut. 
Rouse left ed Lancley Field May 5th, returning at the conclusion of the Matches, 

Lieut, Ray A. Dunn reported for duty at Wright Field May 10th from the 
Hawaiian Devartment. ; 

Lieut. Samuel G. Frierson expects to teke a two-months leave of absence 
beginning May 20th, During his absence Lieut. Ray A. Dunn will be Post Adjutant, 

Lieuts. H. A. Partron and C. C. Nutt recently comvleted a Supply and 
Inspection tour, traveling by air to Pone Field, Maxwell Field, Bowman Field and 
other stations. They reported that they received excellent service at all points 
visited, After flying three hours and five minutes from Bolling Field enroute to 
Pope Field, the engine suddenly stopped. They were within gliding distance of 
Pope Field and the landing wes easily made. Had the engine stopped five or ten 
minutes sooner they would have had to pick out a smooth spot between the trees. 

The Wilbur Wright Welfare Association gave a dance on May 8th to which the 
personnel of the entire post was invited. On the 10th the Assqriation gave an 
entertainment at the Osborn School House, special features including vaudeville 
stunts anc several musical numbers. Later in the evening Capt. A. W. Stevens 
talked on the subject of “Our National Parks", tne lecture being illustrated with 
a series of colored photographs taken by him on his recent aerial tour of the 
National Parks 

Commenting editorially on the work of the Air Service, a Dayton newspaper 
made the following statement; 

"The situation, howover, does call the thought to neod for government 
attention to maintain a stableservice by worthwhile inducement to others to remaiiu 
and to deal squarely with others.” 

Now, in the name of common sense, why should the Government “maintain a 
Stable service?" A snapny carage service would be more useful. If we are 
going to have a stablescervice, it might be attached to the Cavalry, instead of 
the Air Service. 


Luke Field, T.H., May 7th. 





Aerial Gunnery and Bombing held the center of the stage at Luke Field during 
April, all tactical units practically completing their preliminary firings at 
both ground and aerial targets. During May record practice will be held in 
machine gun firing and borbing. The results of this practice are being anxiously 
awaited by all personnel, as this is the first time the tentative courses for 
bombing and aerial gunnery have been followed in the Hawaiian Department. 

The following are the high scores and squadron averages in gunnery and 
bombing for April:: 

6th Squadron: 

Aerial Gunnery tow target - Lieut. Meredith, high score 80.44% 
Squadron average 48.37%. 
Aerial Gunnery ground target - Lieut. Stace, high score 77. 77% 
Squadron average 44.15% 
19th Squadron: , 
Aerial gunnery ground target - Lieut. Chennault, high score 97% 
Savadron average 53% 
2ord Squadron: 
Aerial gunnery tow target - Lieut. Meyers, high score 58% 
Souadron average 32%, . 
Altitude bombing - Lieut. Farnum, high score 80% 
Squadron average 72%, 
72nd Squadron: 
Aerial gunnery tow — Lieut. McCullough, high score 48%. 
Souadron average 42 
Altitude bombing - Liewt . Schneserger, high score 75%, 
Squadron average 64%. ; 
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The Sixth Pursuit Squadron led Luke Fieid in aircraft hours for Avril with 
196 hours and 50 minutes, the 19h vas second with MY hours and 4 minutes, tho 
72rd third with 112 hours and 20 minutes ond the 22rd fourth with 100 hours and 
6 minutes. 

Licuts. Hegenberger, Foulk, Madarasz ond Goodrich were fortunate in beirg 
1+ the Kilauea Military Camp “n Hawaii during the recent eruption of Maun Lee. 
They all made a agen trip to the site of the lava flow and witnessed the crosoin 
of the government road by the lava. 

Lieuts. 865 rthincton, Civens and Cummings of Luke Field, and Liouts. iieGenne*. 
and Davis of Wheeler Ficid have been assigned as test pilots to run the service 
test on the COAM1 Loening Observation Arphibien. Ground tests and landings will 
be made at Wheeler Field, and water landings and tests at Pearl Harbor. 

The two pursuit squadrons are nearly reacy to start record firing as 1 
down by "Tentative Machine Gun and Bombing courses for Air Service Tactical 
Units". In preliminary firing a stcady improverient in the shooting of ail 
officers has been accomplished, and it is hoped to hang up a number of real good 
scores ourdng the recora vractice. The opening of the new pursuit gunnery range 
on the Waimanalo Military reservation has considerably expedited the gunnery work. 
Unfortunately, due to a shortage of prepellers for the PW's, the old MB3A's will 
have to be used for eli firing. This will probably lower the scores somewhat, 
as the PWe9 is much steadier in « dive than the MB3A. 

The Transport THOMAS arrived from the coast on April 15th, carrying a full 
passenger list, a large numbor among them being Air Service officers. All of the 


visiting officers were entertained either in town or at Luke Field during tueir 
short stay in Honolulu. As the THOMAS steamed out of the harbor on its way ven 
Manila a formation of threo Pi'-9's from the 6th Pursuit Saucdron, piloted by 


aa, Elmendorf and Lieuts. Meredith and Stace, flew oves the ship. Pursuit 
formation maneuvers were carried on for 2 short time, followed by individual 
acrobatics, 

After several unsuccessful attemptgand much practice, the Luke Field volley- 
ballers finally took the officers of Wheeler Field into Camv on “Aoril 2th. The 
Luke Field team consisted of Lieuts. Chennault, Givens, Prentiss, Ferguson, Rich 
and Curtiss, while the Wheeler Field team vaned up wath Lieuts. Davis, iloor, ons} 
Davidson, McBlain and Archer. Wheeler won the first coniess 16 to 14, but Luke 
Fielc came back and copped the second and third games 15 to 5 and 15 to 9, 

As part of the Group Training Program, an inter-squadron field meet was hele 
on April 24th, the feature event being a 24 mile relay, in which 44 men fron each 
squadron were entered, each man running 100 yards. The 19th Squadron, away to a 
flying start, held the lead for about half the race when thoy were overhauled and 
passed by the 23rd. 

Two very novel events placed on the program by Athletic Officer “Barney" 

Tooher, provided much entertainment for the spectators. The first was a tent 
pitching race, with the entry list limited to incluce only two of the las 
recruits “9 join each organization. The race consisted of a hundred yard run 
with full pack, followed by tont pitching and display of equipment, All the 
recruits mr considerably "fussed", and eveu though coaching from the side lines 
was allowed each team had their troubles in getting the tents up, much to the 
amusement of the spectators. The other comedy event was the egg relay race. Each 
entrant in this contest had to run 25 vards and then ferry back an egg in a tavle- 
spoon, the man to get six eggs in his hat first to win the race. Contrary to 
expectations, there were very few egg casualties, most of the contestants getting 
all six eggs to the finish line in good sheave. 

The final standings a@t the end of the mect were: 19th Pursuit and 72nd 
Bombardment Squadrons, 20 points each; 23rd Bomb. Squadron, 19 points; Staff, 

13; 6th Pursuit Squadron, 6 and 66th Service Squadron, 3. 

The informal meet was especially opportune, as it gave a line on the con- 

testants who may be entcred in the big field meet on Organization Day, Mey 19th. 


Field Service Section, Wright Field, Ohio, May 2Ct} 
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Field Servic: 
to Wright 


Numerous flights were recently made by officers attached to the 
Section, the longest being Licut. Wm. J. Hanlon's hop from Santa Monica 
Field in a Douglas 0-2A, Licut. Henlon speaks in the highest terms of the 0-2:, 
and he is sure that the Air Service made no mistake in buying airplanes of the 
O-2 series. Lieut. C.A. Cover made several aerial trips to Indianapolis, Buffalo 
and elsewhere. At present he is at the Wright Aeronautical Corpore ies where 
an engine remodeling contract is in progress. Lieuts. B.M. Ciles and Robert 4H. 
Selff also made a number of cross-country trips in the interests of the Field 


service Section, 
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Lieut. Charles =. branshaw, FPncineer Officer at Brooks 





on May itth enroute to tion from the Consolidated 
et Buffalo, where the acsured. He conferred 
lug the maintenance of i: d other types of eircra 
by Licut, R. M. Webster, wio is pony inverested in anythine 


service supply. 

Ceniain Ralph H, Wocten, of the Oifice, Chief 
for several days last week. He is esnecintly ; 
annual reports, allotment tables and cost f ove 

viapieae Louis ie Dorsey, a Reserve officer freza the supply Division, O26 ~A.S., 
was on active quiy at this Section fron April 193h to Mey lst ia connection with 
compilation of requirements for Fiscal Year 1927 of gasolans and oil. 

Lieut. Charles iicK. Robinson, of Kelly Field, was a visitor April 21st while 


enroute to Mitchel Field. He is particularly interested in Air Service inspection 
methods, 


Najo- George H. Brett left Mey 12th for Middletown Air Intermediate Depot, 
Mitchel Field snd Washington, D.C. At Middletown and iditchel Field he con’erred 
with the re oificers relative to stendardization of reporting gorms, ‘Whil 
at Weshington ne wes in conference with the Chief of the Supoiy Division on all 


phases oi Air oe Suppiy and Maintenance. During his absence Lieut. B. li. 
Giles was in charge of the DEZT1LON. 


lire C.J. Neff, who has been gathering data for the 0-1 catalog at the Curtiss 


Aircraft Company ai Garden City, is now et the Huff-Dalend Aircraft Factory at 

istol. Boa : ae dati 1 ‘ F - . , : 
Bristol, Pa., securi data for the cetalor of the LB-1 airplane. An index of 

- Cc : rt . aie ,  plesegi : > . 
sir vervice Cavalogs is heing distributed, showing the catalogs which have been 
compiied or are now in process of comvilation. 

Mr. Cornelius J. Loose just returned frou Langley Field where he spent two 

weeks ecving a5 Field Cervice revresentative during the Third Annual Competitive 
Miachine Gun and Bombive lusschss, 


iragniige James L. Crisham was a visitor here on May 19th. He was formerly in 
the sietverial Branch, and is now Air Service Instructor with the Arkansrs 
Nations Gua suit He states that the Arkansas Guardsmen are a wide-avakebunch 
e getving their new airport into the pink of condition. 











nd. » P.I, The February Transport 

( ringin é “it 59 Air Service men, ten of whoz 
were attached to pertain for fattening purposes, Master Sgt. Hornby also 
arrived for a tour of foreign service ane rest. Hdqrs. Detachment was holding a 
memorandum receipt for two more noncoms as replacement for the two we lost, but 
failed to locate them. We may have better luck when the next boat arrives. 

Pvt. henessy, who arrived in the Department in December and while with us was 
our Recreation Room Commanding Cfificer, was a last minute passenger en the outgoin” 
TROMAS on its Februnry trip to the Stetes, having purchased his discharge. 

it to China on the U.S.S. STEWART March 7th, 
Qa Ss 





arrived on Pshinet 








Capt. Kauch returned from his vis 
being about ten days ahead of time. H 


bad e assumed command of the post during the 
absence of Mejor fioward at the Group hianeuvers,. 


Major C.W. Howard, Capt. D.B. Howard and Lieut. S.P. Milis were our 
representatives in the Group Maneuvers at Aparri. Lieut. Mills is quite a 
photographer, judging from the bundle of pictures he brought back. Corp. Bedell, 
our "Champion Parachute Jumper" and ovr "Best Rarracks Pilot" with the assistance 
of Private H.R. Ethington, gave the young bailarinos a thrill et Cauavan for a a 
oye The Corporal and his staff (one) were stationed there to service the ship 

uring the Maneuvers, Unon their return they held quite a large gathering aie 
soe for a few hours, the subject of their speeches usually relating to their 
ability as hunters, lion tawers, and in general. way all about their trip. 

65th Service Camp Nichols: The shops of the 66th are a bee-hive 
a detail cf mechanics from the 28th Bombardment 
squadron end the 20a Observation Sauadron “pinch hitting” the building program 

of MB3A's and DiH4B's has heen sveeded up, the score to dete being four MB3A's anc 
two DH4B's undersoine cowslete tvacnaul. 

Meany of the oid timers arc coumsing the days until July, when nearly fifty 
percent of the shop psrscynel will retven to 


em ere, 


of industry thess 





I iLL the States, heving finished their 
tour of service in the land cf iho Palm and the Carabas, Noster Sergeant Pulliam 
is becoming more and more coreerned each dey, worderine what will happen after 


July. His smooth runnire 21a. aero revnir wii miss the oat 
cooperation of the Depersmeint heads who are returning to the States. Staff 
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Sergeant Hughes, in charge of the woodwork devartuent, Staff Sergeant Douglas 
of the machine shop and metal working section, Staff Sergeant Kennedy, our genial 
Chief Clerk of the Aero Sunoly, and Staff Sergeent Swisher of the Dove and Fabric 
Section havecontributed in no small menner to the efficiency of the Eneineering 
Section, and it is with deepest regret that we lose them when the THOMAS sails 
on the -May trip to the "Good Did U.S.A.". 

With the Assistant Engineering Officer, lst Licat. Howard Z. Bosert, on 
leave at Baguio, the Chief Engineering Officer, lst Lieut, Edward M. Powers, Air 
Service, took over the duties of Cost Officer, Post Utilities, and also Test Pilot 


eSTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON, CAMP NICHOLS 
Flights "A" and "BY, (10 Officers - 20 enlisted men), as part of the Fourth 





Composite Group, participated in Aerial acegealed at Aparri, P.I. March 8-llth. 
All reporte3.a very enjoyable trip, and that all missions assigned were carried out 
successfully. 

As the hot season approaches, requests for detached service at Camp John Hay 


by both commissioned and enlisted versonnel, are very numerous, 

FLIGHT "BM", 2ND CBSERVATICN SQUADRON: 

During the month the Flight participated in Group Maneuvers at Aparri, takings 
all commissioned personnel and one enlisted mechanic and trouble-shooter, viz: lst 
Lieuts. Kirksey, Melenson, Hammond, Niergerth, Beaton, Albro and Lundberg, and 
Private lst Class Joseph A. Albert, 

The Flight succeeded in retaining its full quota of enlisted men, havirg none 
transferred or réturned to the States. 

We have requisitioned four new Dil4B's to replace those recently condemned, 
With this new equipment the Flight will be able to function efficiently, and brirg 
out flying time to it's former standing 

Staff Sergeant Ward 0. Brewer, graduate of the Armament Course at Chanute 
Field, is responsible for the armament of our shins under the supervision of lst 
Lieut. Hammond, Flight Armement Officer, 

lst Lieut. Arthur J. Melanson, our Commanding Officer, was ordered to tempore: 
duty at Camp Stotsenburg in connection with the coming Polo Tournament, to be hele 
at that Post, Lieut. Melanson is quite a Polo enthusiast, and he is an asset to 
the Army Team here in Manila. 

lst Lieut. Ames 5. Albro, in addition to his other duties, assumed the 
positions of Flisht Operations and Engineering Officer, relieving lst Lieut. Guy 
Kirksey and’ Lieut. Omar 0. Niergarth, respectively, who were granted detached 
service at Eaguio. Lieut. heat elso granted detached service at Baguio,turned 
over the Communication Officer's 3 position to lst Lieut, Hammond. 

Sergeant Hubert Jones was granted detached service at Camp John Hay for » 
period of fifteen days, 

Although this Flight is still in it's infancy at Camp Wichols, being detache: 
from it's home Field at Corregidor, it is at present taking care of approximacely 
all the maintenance of the DH pienes, We are looking forward to the time when 
Camp Nichols will be the home of a complete observation squadron, 


6TH PHOTO SECTION, CAMP NICHOLS; 

This section, during the month of March, participated in the Maneuvers at 
Aparri. Photographs were obtained of the Aparri Flying Field, of various places 
of interest in the vicinity of Aparri, end also of the Islands North of Luzon. 

The Section lost four of it's members, Staff Sergeant McAiko, Sergeant Eriney 
Privates Ebeling and Enos, who departed on the THOMAS February 27th. We trust 
that when they reed this letter, they vill be made to realize just how much we 
miss them, and the Section as a whole extends it's heartiest greetings to then, 


FLIGHT "A", 2ND GBSERVATION SQUADRON, KINDLEY FIELD: 


This Organization sent four srs which participated in the Air Service 
Maneuvers at Aparri. The crew consisted of six officers and two enlisted men, 
The exercises were very successful and no serious trouble was experienced by any- 
one on the mission, 

On Merch 9th the hull on our Loening Air Yacht partially collapsed in mekine 
2 landing,andthe plane wes swamped. Upon attempting salvage two miles from ian: 
it was completely destroyed. 

From March llth to 3lst, aerial observation was carried out daily with the 
Coast Artillery organisations, participating in their annual target practice. 


ULARK FIELD, CAMP STOTBSENPURG: 
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The Third Pursuit Squadron took off from Clark Field et daybreak, March Son 
for Aperri to take part in the combined Group Maneuvers, sasiasaan to this statio 
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on the llth, 

Lieut. J.G. Teylor and Steff Sei. Wiens left the first of the month to spend 
a month at Camp John Hay, Mountain Province, 

Lieut. Kenny left March lst under orders to proceed to Aparri by boat in 
advance of the Group in order prepere messing facilities for the men durin,, ~he 
maneuvers there, : 

Lieut. F. V. Kimble left March 4th as a cuest of the Navy on a Southern Islan 
trip. The ship he was on did not get very far, breaking a propeller shaft in the 
Yerce Island Passage andboing obliged to * vack into Manila Harbor. Rumor has i 
that Freddy will not be invited on any more Navy ee inasmuch as the ship he we 
on the time previous to this went on the rocks at P lawen end ae Nevy are beginni: 
to think that Freddy, Friday the 13th, and a ensues naman all have the same 
effect, 

Lieut. and Mrs. Mills accompanied by Lieut. and Mrs, Kirksey of Camp 
left on the 17th to spend a month at Baguic. 

Lieut. B.W. Chidlaw set a new mark for the golfers to shoot at when he 
lowered the Stotsenburg Course Record five strokes by turning in a sixty-tirce 
The previous course record was sixty-eight held jointly by Lieut. Alba of the 
Field Artillery and Lieut. Camblin of the Air Service. During the round Lieut. 
Chidlaw had seven birdies, 


, Dayton, Ohio, Mav 26th. 





It is a season of chance at the Pr peorening Division, “With the completion 
of the school courses and the arrival of orders with assisnments to foreign 
duty comes shifting of men on the Field's” ae chess board, faces grow 
familiar rove out of the picture anc uew.ones being fitted in. 

icuously missinz ones are those of Lieut. "Jimny" Doolittle and Liew 
the former on leeve of absence in Chile and the latter having 
accepted a position with the Delco Light Company in Dayton. We wonder how it 
seems to hin i be out _of the eir. 

Lieut. Eugene ©. Batten, who only just nehuewes May 23rd from the Walter Reed 
Hospitel, where he has shies a patient for sore then a aonth, is leavirg us again 
for Philadelphia and the Sesquicentennial Bes sition Grounds, takinft his smoke- 
writing shin with him for demonstretion flights. 

Mr. "Louie" Meister has gone to Detroit to join the Buhl-Verville forces. 

Lieut. P xian Johnson is in Santa Monica conducting tests on the nose type 
radiator on raion > O-g planes. 

Lieut. Carl H. Ridenour is slated to leave for the Hawaiian Department in 
September, 

Capt, Theos Tillinghast will take Lieut. Ridenour's place as Chief of the 
Power Flant Section. 

Of the School officers who nave been stationed here for the Engineering Cours: 
Capt. Houghton will go to Rockwell Field, Lieut. Melville to Langley and Lieut, 
John Whiteley to Kelly. And there are other transfers about due. 

The game is not altogether one of subtraction, however. Major Paul T. Bock, 
Ca apt. Clinton Woolsey, iieuts. Robert G. Breene, Carl F. Greene, Ben T. Lampton, 

David G,. Lingle and George McPike are to remain here at the comvoletion of the 
aaiant course for the present at least, being transferred from the School to the 
Engineering Division. 

We also hear that we are to have the pleasure of welcoming back Lieut, 

Albert Hegenberger, who is to return here at the completion of his foreign ser- 
vice. Lieut. Hegenberger is an instrument exvert whose services were much missed 
in the Equipment Laboratories when he left several years ago. 

Among those who are 7” come for the new school course, trooping with 
"shining morning faces", as Bill Shakespeare puts it, on or about. June 30th, 
are Captain Cliver P. Seuata. OCAS; 1st Lieuts. Wm. J. Flood, Scott Field; John 
P. Richter, Keliy Fieic; Edmund P. Geines, Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot; 
Howard Z.bogert, Philzppines Department; Kenyon M. Hegardt and 2nd Lieuts,. Hugh 
W. Downing and Lloyd E, Huntine, Biges Field, Ft, Bliss, Texas. 
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